
GCSE French 

We strongly recommend that you should study a language to GCSE if you are able to do so.

If you enjoy communicating with other people, finding out how language works and learning about 
different countries and cultures, then GCSE French is an excellent choice for you! You will develop the 
ability to communicate confidently with native speakers in speech and in writing, listen to and 
understand standard speech, and understand and respond to a range of authentic written material, 
including literary texts. You will add an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which 
will improve your career prospects, creating greater opportunities for yourself to work abroad, or for 
companies in the UK with international links. You will develop important personal skills which are useful 
in a wide range of future careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly, being confident about 
speaking in public, using problem-solving strategies, etc. You will deepen your knowledge about how 
language works and will acquire language-learning skills both for immediate use and as preparation for 
further language study and use in higher education or employment. 

You will develop your language skills in the following thematic contexts: 
My personal world 
Lifestyle and wellbeing 
My neighbourhood 
Media and technology 
Studying and my future
Travel and tourism

At the end of the course you will take four externally marked papers based on the four skills:
Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. 

Each skill carries 25% of the total qualification. 
Students will be entered for either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier across all papers. For Foundation Tier 
grades 1-5 can be achieved; for Higher Tier, grades 4-9 can be achieved. 


